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Room 405, George Herbert Jones Lab oratory, University of Chicago
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—NO
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The University__gf_Chicag o_
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5801 Ellis Avenue
CITY. TCWN

Chicago VICINITY O?

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE X-MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
— EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
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2JLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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^DESCRIPTION
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—EXCELLENT

—GOOD
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—DETERIORATED
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CHECK ONE

—unaltered
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CHECK ONE

XX.ORIGINALSITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

George Herbert Jones Chemical Laboratory Is located on the northwest side ofthe maxn quadrangle of the University of Chicago campus. It is a 194™^s^t^ 2nl^^^S m- " "™ ^ — Hall

Room 405 is a small, approximately six by nine foot, pantry-like room withshelves and counters along each wall. The room, which can'be vLwed through a
.

glass door is set up with laboratory equipment and looks virtual y the sale
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PERIOD
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— 1400-1499

— 1500.1599

— 1600-1699

— 1700-1799

,1800-1899

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

X.
-1900-

_ARCH EULOGY. PRE HISTORIC

ARCHEOLOGY- HISTORIC

-^AGRICULTURE

ARCHITECTURE

_^ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS
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—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
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—INVENTION
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-LITERATURE
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-PHILOSOPHY
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—SCIENCE
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—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES Au §ust 18
>
1942

September 10, 1942
BUILDER/ARCHITECT

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In Room 405 of the George Herbert Jones Laboratory at the University of Chicago,
a group of chemists working under the direction of Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg first"
isolated a pure compound of the man-made element pujftonium. The sample, isolated
on August- 18, 1942, was the first synthetically produced isotope of any element
seen by man. Less than a month later, on September 10, 1942, B. B. Cunningham
and L.^B. Werner prepared' the first weighable sample of a synthetic element.
This first isolation arid weighing of plutonium was a milestone in the development
of nuclear energy. The extraordinary importance of plutonium as a basic fuel for
nuclear power reactors has opened for the benefit of mankind a whole new realm of
science and technology.
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EjMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

1&SS thaU OUe aCre

UTM REFERENCES

A Li6j UiMO^GjOl lLAZjLgj&jO] BLJ U l_1 , , I 1 , i , \__l_,]ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE' EASTING NORTHING
-*^

_£LjJJ=i=jJ~L-J Ll_Lo_L„,J dLU LL^Ll^J 1,1, LLJ_J
VERBAL BOUNOAR f DESCRIPTION ~ ' ~ —

Room 405 alone is considered the national historic landmark site and th-
boundary is drawn immediately, around the Jones Lab Building, on the west along
the east curb of Ellis Avenue, on the south along a line between Jones and the
Administration (University Press) building, on the east, along the wall of Jones
separating it from the Kent Building, on the north by the wall of Jones separating
it from Searle Building and running to the curb of Ellis Avenue.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE GR~COUNTY~BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY . CODE

EOform prepared by

Blanche Higgins Schroer, Landmark Review Project: original report 1967

.NAME/ TITLE

Blanche
ORGANIZATION . DAT£
National Park Service, Historic Sites Survey April 3 1976
STREET &NUM3ER

\

— "
TELEPHONE^

'

1100 L Street NW.
CITY OR TOWN ~ ~~^t7t1
Washington - -q Q

iH STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE Of THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 * Public Law 89-665). I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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PHOTOCBtoir University of Chicago
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view of lab from doorvav
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